Public spheres are the central spheres of social life during times of peace and in wartime. If we want to understand the various changes, and their consequences for everyday life, it is absolutely necessary to examine the transformation of the public spheres during wartime. Inspired by the two volumes of Jay Winter's studies about capital cities in wartime, we can regard a town as being the meeting point between the imagined community of the nation and the experienced community of the neighbourhood.1 Hence, this chapter aims to explore the war experience beyond and below the national level.2 According to Jürgen Habermas, public spheres must be regarded as a network for the communication of contents, opinions and representations, which are established and reproduced by Communicative Action (Kommunikatives Handeln).3
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